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To: keith@earth-tours.com[keith@earth-tours.com] 

Cc: Linda Thurn[lthurn@blm.gov] 

From: timothy_nigborowicz@ios.doi.gov 

Sent: 2017-06-02T12:55:30-04:00 

Importance: Normal 

Subject: Re: Please schedule me an appointment with Secretary Zinke between June 5-8 
Received: 2017-06-02T12:55:39-04:00 

Excellent. Kathy Benedetto works with our Director of the Bureau of Land Management, and 
she is happy to meet with you on the Secretary's behalf. Please coordinate directly with Linda 
Thum (copied) to finalize a date and time. Thank you. 

Tim 


On Fri, Jun 2, 2017 at 9:43 AM, Keith Watts < keith@earth-tours.com > wrote: 


Dear Mr. Nigborowicz, 


Thanks for your prompt reply. I understand that Secretary Zinke is too busy to meet with me next 
week. I would greatly appreciate your arranging a meeting with a surrogate representative from the 
Department of Interior. Ideally, I would like to have an appointment between 10:30am and 3:30pm 
on June 7 th . If you need to call meThanks again for your help. 


Respectfully, 

Dr. Keith Watts 
Garfield County, Utah 


From: timothy nigborowicztgios.doi.gov [mailto: timothy nigborowicz@ios.doi.gov l On Behalf Of 
SIO, Scheduling 

Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2017 5:14 PM 
To: Keith Watts < keith(5)earth-tours.com > 

Subject: Re: Please schedule me an appointment with Secretary Zinke between June 5-8 


Good evening, sir. Unfortunately, Secretary Zinke is not able to accommodate this meeting 
request. I'm sorry we can't make it work, but thank you for understanding. Please let me 
know if you're willing to meet with a surrogate representative from the Department, and I can 
try to help find an appropriate official. Thank you. 
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Tim Nigborowicz 

Office of Scheduling and Advance 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

202-208-7551 


On Thu, May 25, 2017 at 10:50 PM, Keith Watts < keith@earth-tours.com > wrote: 
To Secretary of Interior Zinke’s Scheduling Office, 


I know you get more inquiries than I can imagine, especially with the Department of 
Interiors’ review of National Monuments at center stage. However, I hope that my request 
to spend some time with Secretary Zinke somehow rises to the top of your priorities. Please 
find time in Secretary Zinke’s schedule to meet with me -1 would even buy his lunch if 
his lunch hour is the only time available! Please read on:. 


I would like to schedule a meeting with Secretary Zinke for anytime between June 5 and 
June 8 when I will be in Washington DC. Unfortunately, I was unable to meet with 
Secretary Zinke when he was on his recent tour of national monuments in southern Utah. 

As a citizen of Garfield County, Utah, whose tour business operates within the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument (GSENM), I think that I can provide him with some 
valuable insights that might influence his decision on the future of the GSENM and other 
National Monuments. 


I have a lot in common with Secretary Zinke. We are both Westerners who studied geology 
and built our homes in the beautiful wild west. We both admire Teddy Roosevelt. Zinke is 
in charge of the National Parks and Monuments that are my workplaces - the outdoor 
classroom where I teach people about the natural wonders of the West. And I think we both 
care deeply about the future of America’s Public Lands. OK -1 am not a fonner Navy 
SEAL nor much of an athlete, but we have some very important things that we should 
discuss! 


I was bom in Idaho and raised in Utah, the son and grandson of forest rangers, who taught 
me much about the values of America’s Public Lands. My ancestors were among the first 
settlers in Utah. I went to Utah State University to study forestry, but became fascinated by 
geology and have since followed that path (BS, Geology, 1978). I have worked in the 
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mining, uranium and petroleum industries. I became a Professor of Geology at the 
University of Alaska where I did research on the sedimentary rocks of Alaska’s North Slope 
(in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Prudhoe Bay’s Lisbume oil field). After retiring 
from my career in academia, I established an educational tour business, Earth-Tours 
(www.earth-tours.com) , that explores National Parks and Monument in NW Wyoming and 
southern Utah. My wife and I have built a home for ourselves in Boulder Utah and rely on 
the GSENM, both as a workplace and as a neighbor. 


I am simply asking for the opportunity to have conversation with Secretary Zinke on the 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, hoping to provide local insights that he may 
have missed on his Utah listening tour. 


Sincererly, 

Dr. Keith Watts 
www. earth-tours. c om 



cell, summer phone, June-mid September 
Utah home number, mid September-May 


DOI-2019-05 01572 




